Kings Cliffe Parish Council

The Monthly meeting of the Parish Council was held on Thursday 11t September 9, 2025 at Kings Cliffe
Memorial Hall.

Minutes.

In the Absence of Chair J. Atkinson, Vice-Chair N. Woore Chaired the meeting.

25/104 Declarations of Interest

Vice-Chair N. Woore Declared a pecuniary interest in item 25/111

251105 Present

Vice-Chair N. Woore, CllIrs. D. Balmer, M. Mcvitty, C. Milne Atkinson, A. Howard, M. Stewart, M. Day & R. Meadows
25/106 Apologies for Absents

Chair J. Atkinson, Clirs. M. Tank & M. Jubb

25/107 Unitary Councillors

This item was postponed until the Unitary Councillor arrived.

25108 Clerk’s Report

Banking there has been an issue transferring the funds from Barclays to Unity Trust. The bank closure forms were
completed, with instructions on which accounts to send the bank balances to, and sent off, however Barclays then
sent a letter back stating that they could not close the accounts as there was a credit balance on the accounts so
would need further instruction on where to send the remaining balances. The clerk will draft a letter to be sent to
Barclays confirming the bank accounts.

25/109 Minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 10th July 2025

Proposed: Councillor M. McVitty Seconded: Councillor R. Meadows

25/110 Any Matters Arising

Speed Warning Signs — A meeting was held with Kier to determine the final placement of the signs. A quote was
received from Kier to erect the signs, but after the agenda was published. The Clerk will check previous minutes to
check if the cost of the erection of the poles has already been agreed. If not, this will go on the next agenda.

The signs were due to be delivered but did not arrive. This will be chased up by Chair J. Atkinson.

25/111 Accounts Payable

Staff Salary £600

Clerk Expenses £49.93
Streetlights (YU energy) £699.30 (dd)
E-on (Street light maintenance) £538.80
Kings Cliffe Memorial Hall (room hire) £107.50

Kings Cliffe Memorial Hall (Office rental) £600.00




EE £15.60

Scribe £68.40 (dd)

Banking Service Charge £6.00

R. Giddings (Grass cutting Sov. Grange & Maltings Green) £1,890.00

Richard Robinson (Grass Cutting Cemetery & Churchyard) £705.00

HMRC (payroll) £27.45

My Smart Carpet (Paint for Horesewater fence) £270

Nikki Woore (Flood Warden Expenses) £169.20
Proposed: Councillor D. Balmer Seconded: Councillor M. McVitty

25112 Amounts Received

Burial Board (Unity Bank Account) £560.00
25113 Financial Position (See Appendix 1 for reconciliations)

Bank Balances:

Unity Trust Current Account £10,039.56 (as of 31/08/25)

Barclays Current £23,724.86 (as of 06/08/2025)

Barclays Deposit £72,652.07; £51,757.15 (as of 06/06/2025) of this is for Willow Lane (Hypothecated
Reserves)

Barclays Bequest Account Re: Cemetery £869.47 (Hypothecated Reserves as of 06/06/2025 )

Nationwide Business 95 Day Saver: Section106 Lap&Leap £67,229.09 (Hypothecated Reserves, as of
31/03/25 Statements Annually)

Cambridge Building Society Saver: Section106Lap&Leap (Hypothecated Reserves) £63,398.82 (as of
09/01/2025, Statements Annually)

25/114 Planning Applications - — https://publicaccess.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/online-applications/

NE/25/00810/PIP - Permission in Principle. Permission In Principle: (Stage 1) Residential development for a
maximum of up to 9 self build or custom build homes. OP0512 TL0097 Blatherwycke Road Kings Cliffe
Recommend Refusal (Object)

Kings Cliffe Parish Council does NOT support the Planning Application NE/25/00810/PIP. The proposal is in direct
conflict with the Kings Cliffe Neighbourhood Plan (NP), the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS), and
the East Northamptonshire Local Plan. Furthermore, this site has already been the subject of two planning refusals
and an Appeal Dismissed, all of which confirm its unsuitability for development.

Kings Cliffe Parish Council does not support the application on the following grounds.

1. Location outside the settlement boundary — NP Policy H1 / JCS Policy 11 / Local Plan Policy EN3 and Local Plan
Policy EN4 (Replacement Dwellings in open Countryside)
o The site lies outside the defined settlement boundary of Kings Cliffe.
¢ NP Policy H1 supports residential development only within the settlement boundary unless specific
exceptions apply, which this proposal does not meet.
o JCS Policy 11 (Network of Urban and Rural Areas) directs development to existing settlements in
accordance with their identified role and boundaries.



https://publicaccess.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/online-applications/

o East Northamptonshire Local Plan Policy EN3 (Settlement Boundaries) and EN4 (Replacement Dwellings in
open Countryside) reinforces this restriction by limiting new housing in the countryside.
o The proposal is therefore contrary to all three adopted policies.

2. Site rejected during the Neighbourhood Plan process
o The site was assessed during preparation of the NP and categorised as a “negative” site.
e [twas not allocated for development, with alternative sites identified as more suitable.
o Development here would undermine the evidence base and democratic process that underpin the NP.
3. Housing mix not demonstrated — NP Policy H2 / JCS Policy 30 / Local Plan Policy EN4
o The application does not provide details of the size, type, or tenure of dwellings.
o NP Policy H2 requires an appropriate housing mix, including smaller homes and affordable units, to meet
local need.
o JCS Policy 30 (Housing Mix and Tenure) and Local Plan Policy EN4 (Replacement Dwellings in open
Countryside) impose similar requirements.
¢ In the absence of this information, the proposal fails to comply with these policies.

4. Conflict with countryside policy — JCS Policy 13
e JCS Policy 13 (Rural Exceptions and Countryside) strictly controls development in the open countryside.
o The proposal does not fall within any exceptions and is therefore contrary to this policy.

5. Planning history — previous refusals and appeal dismissal
o This site has already been the subject of two planning refusals by the Local Planning Authority and an
appeal was dismissed.
¢ Kings Cliffe Parish Council considers this application an attempt to reintroduce proposals that have already
been found unacceptable

Planning Balance

While applicants may argue there are potential benefits (e.g., housing supply or economic uplift),
these are marginal, unproven, and achievable elsewhere within allocated sites. In contrast, the
harm is clear and significant:

Development outside the settlement boundary,

¢ On a site specifically rejected through the NP process,

o With no demonstrated compliance with housing mix requirements,

¢ In conflict with previous decisions, refusals, and an appeal dismissal.
Conclusion

This application is contrary to the Neighbourhood Plan, the JCS, and the Local Plan, and has already
been refused on two occasions and dismissed at appeal. The Parish Council therefore strongly
objects to Planning Application NE/25/00810/PIP

25/115 Planning Applications Granted by NCC

25/116 Microsoft Payment Issues

When setting up the Parish Council Microsoft account, the Clerk was misinformed that the subscription could be paid
by direct debit and has been claiming back the subscription cost as expenses. The Clerk will look into getting a debit
card from Unity Trust in order to pay for Microsoft Office.

Proposed: Councillor D. Balmer Seconded: Councillor R. Meadows

251117 To add another Councillor for Cemetery Committee




Councillor Mick Stewart has agreed to be a member of the Cemetery Committee,
25/118 Report from the Emergency Planning Committee Meeting
Vice-Chair N. Woore & Councillor M. McVitty and Mr. T. Copeland will act as Defibrillator Guardian.
- To decide to place a defibrillator on a private property within the Sovereign Grange housing estate.
It was Resolved to install a defibrillator on 85 Oak Lane at a cost of up to £200.
Proposed: Councillor A. Howard Seconded: Councillor M. McVitty
An agreement will be sent to the homeowner
25/119 Report from the Amenities Committee Meeting
No minutes from the Amenities Committee meeting have been received.
- To discuss the cutting of the grass on the area of land behind Sovereign Grange.
The Amenities Committee have been exploring options for this area and will update Council at the next meeting.
25/120 Village field update
No minutes from the Cricket Field Committee have been received. The item ‘Village Field Update’ will now be known
cS>r; :)T: r:t?:rr?da as Cricket Field Update going forward. An Extra Ordinary meeting will be arranged for the 23

- To decide if the planning application for the football pitch should be withdrawn.

It was Resolved to ask our Unitary Councillor, Simon Fairhall, to enquire as to why planning permission was needed
to add a football pitch in the boundary of the cricket pitch.

25121 Park Street Green ownership & Damage caused by developers working on the old school site.
Ownership of Park Street Green is in doubt, the amenities committee will take this forward.

It was Resolved for the Clerk to write a letter to the developers of the old school and ask that they repair the damage
that have been caused by parking vans and skips.

25/122 To review and adopt a Disciplinary Policy

It was Resolved to adopt the Disciplinary Policy

Proposed: Councillor R. Meadows Seconded: Councillor C. Milne Atkinson

25/107 Unitary Councillors

Councillor Simon Fairhall attended the meeting and informed the Council that NNC had released the first consultation
of the new corporate plan that will run from the end of this year and throughout the current period of this
administration.

Local plans have gained extra impetus a committee has been set up and is working towards a first consultation in Feb

2026.
Councillor Fairhall offered to give his assistance if the Parish Council has difficulty resolving issues with NNC.




25/123 Communications Received

A letter was received from a member of the public regarding possible planning application breaches with planning
application NE/22/00266/FUL

The Parish Council has already informed NNC planning that they object to the planning application, so therefore no
further action is needed.

25/124 To Resolve that under section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 the public
and press should be excluded from item 25/125 of this agenda in view of the confidential nature of
the business to be transacted

It was unanimously Resolved to exclude the Press & Public

251125 To Discuss Staffing Matters

It was Resolved that the incoming Clerk should be on the Local Council Pay Scale LC2 and work 40 hours a month

Proposed: Councillor R. Meadows Seconded: Councillor D. Balmer

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday 9" October 2025

Signed: Date:

Appendix 1. Bank Reconciliations

Barclays Current Account

FromAccounts . .................... £23,568.36
Payments not cashed . . . .. Add........ £156.50
Receipts notentered . . . .. Subtract. . ...

Statement shouldbe .................. £23,724.86




Unity Trust Current Account

FromAccounts . .................... £10,039.56
Payments notcashed . . . .. Add........
Receipts not entered . . . . . Subtract . . ...

Statement shouldbe.................. £10,039.56




